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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDIP PERP MARR EE SY IS PLO 

SUBJ: EVOLVING LEBANESE ARMY PLANS POR MOVEMENT SOUTH 
REFS: (A) BEIRUT 3109, (B) BEIRUT 3127 

1. SUMMARY: ACCORDING TO ADP "COMMANDER" LT. COLONEL 
SAMI KHATIB, SYRIANS WILL NOT REPEAT NOT CLOSE THE 

GAP BETWEEN THEIR SOUTHERNMOST OUTPOSTS AND UNIPIL 
CONTINGENTS IN THE SOUTH, BUT WILL EXERT PRESSURE ON 
PALESTINIANS SO THAT LEBANESE ARMY CAN MOVE SOUTH. 

CURRENT PLAN IS POR PIRST CONTINGENT OF LEBANESE ARMY, 

SOME 1500 TROOPS, TO MOVE SOUTHWARD THROUGH THE BEKAA TO 
MARIA YOUN AND POSSIBLY ALSO VIA JEZZINE TO NABATIYAH, 

THEN TO PAN OUT, WITH ONE MAIN COLUMN MOVING WEST- 
WARD ALONG SOUTH BANK OP LITANI, AND A SECOND ALONG 
ISRAELI BORDER VIA BINT JEBAYL, TO THE SEA. MOVE MIGHT 
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BEGIN AS EARLY AS JUNE 11. END SUMMARY. 

2. EMBOPP CALLED ON ARAB DETERENT PORCES (ADF) 

"COMMANDER" LT. COLONEL SAMI KHATIB JUNE 8. KHATIB 
HAD BEEN PERSONALLY INVOLVED IN LEBANESE ARMY AND 
LEBANESE-SYRIAN PLANNING FOR MOVE SOUTHWARD SINCE 
LATTAKIA SUMMIT MEETING. HE HAS, HOWEVER, NOT REPEAT 
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NOT BEEN IN DIRECT CONTACT WITH PALESTINIAN LEADERS 
IN RECENT DAYS, SINCE MEETING OE PALESTINIAN LEADER- 
SHIP WITH PRIME MINISTER HOSS AND OTHERS, ORIGINALLY 
SCHEDULED EOR JUNE 7, WAS POSTPONED. 

3. SYRIAN ARMY WILL NOT MOVE TO THE LIT ANI. KHATIB 
SAID THAT SYRIAN ARMY WILL NOT REPEAT NOT MOVE SOUTH 
OE "RED LINE" EITHER BEEORE OR ALTER TOTAL ISRAELI WITH- 
DRAWAL FROM SOUTH. HE SAID THAT SYRIANS HAD WANTED TO 
MOVE DOWN TO THE LITANI IN LATE I976-EARLY 1977, BUT 
THAT ISRAELIS HAD PREVENTED IT AT THAT TIME. ISRAELIS 
MIGHT BECOME INTERESTED IN HAVING THE SYRIANS MOVE DOWN 
TO LITANI NOW, BUT THEY COULD NOT APPEAR TO BE DOING 
ISRAELI BIDDING. 

4. LEBANESE ARMY TO THE SOUTH THROUGH BEKAA. NEVER- 
THELESS, PLANS WERE BEING DEVELOPED FOR THE LEBANESE 
ARMY TO MOVE INTO THE SOUTH, WITH SYRIAN ASSISTANCE: 
LEBANESE ARMY WOULD MOVE PRIMARILY DOWN THROUGH BEKAA 
VALLEY TO MARJAYOUN, ESTABLISHING ITS OWN OUTPOSTS 

ON HILLTOPS OVERLOOKING ROUTE ALONG THE WAY. SYRIAN 
ARMY (WHOSE SOUTHERNMOST OUTPOST IS AT QARAAOUN DAM) 
MIGHT RUN RECONNAISSANCE PATROLS FURTHER SOUTH, BUT 
WOULD NOT ESTABLISH PERMANENT POSTS SOUTH OF PRESENT 
POSITIONS. SYRIANS HAD COMMITTED THEMSELVES AT LATTAKIA 
AND SINCE TO EXERT PRESSURE ON PLO, PRIMARILY FATAH 
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LEADERSHIP, NOT TO HINDER LEBANESE ARMY MOVE. FINALLY, 
POSSIBLE PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE WOULD BE NEUTRALIZED 
BY MOVING SAIQA CONTINGENTS TO THE AREA. WOULD ALL 
THESE MEASURES BE SUFFICIENT TO PERMIT THE ARMY TO 
MOVE SOUTH WITHOUT MAJOR CONFRONTATION WITH THE 
PALESTINIANS, IF THE LATTER WERE DETERMINED TO 
RESIST? KHATIB SAID HE BELIEVED SO, BUT HE WAS NOT 
ABSOLUTELY CONFIDENT. 

5. OTHER ROUTES? KHATIB SAID THAT, IDEALLY, 

LEBANESE ARMY SHOULD MOVE SOUTH NOT ONLY THROUGH BEKAA 
AND VIA JEZZINE, BUT ALSO ALONG THE COASTAL ROAD VIA 
DAMOUR, SIDON AND ZAHRANI. THIS WOULD PLEASE ESPECIAELY 
CAMILLE CHAMOUN, WHO HAS A SPECIEL BRIEF FOR DAMOUR. 
HOWEVER, IT WOULD INVOLVE TOO MUCH DISPERSAL OF 
LEBANESE FORCES AND WAS THEREFORE OUT OF THE QUESTION. 

THE EEBANESE ARMY IS NOT GOING DOWN THE COASTAL ROAD 
TO THE SOUTH. EVEN THE MOVE SOUTH VIA JEZZINE AND 
NABATIYAH WAS CONTINGENT UPON POLITICAL NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH FATAH. KHATIB CONFIRMED THAT LEBANESE ARMY BARRACKS 
AT NABATIYAH WAS STILL UNDER CONTROL OF PRO-PALESTINIAN 
"LEBANESE ARAB ARMY" ELEMENTS. CHATEAU BEAUFORT WAS 
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ALSO FIRMLY UNDER PALESTINIAN CONTROL, AND THE 
PALESTINIANS HAD NUMBER OE STRONGPOINTS THROUGHOUT 
AREA. EMPHASIS OP LEBANESE ARMY PLANNING WAS ON THE 
BEKAA-MARJAYOUN ROUTE. 

NOTE BY OC/T: DISTRIBUTION COORDINATED WITH MR. TOBIN S/S-0. 
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6. HADDAD PROBLEM. IP LEBANESE ARMY IS TO MOVE INTO 
SOUTH PRIMARILY THROUGH MARJAYOUN, IT WILL CONFRONT 
AT THE OUTSET PROBLEM OP MAJOR HADDAD. KHATIB SAID HE 
WAS CONPIDENT THAT THIS PROBLEM COULD BE WORKED OUT, 
BUT ACKNOWLEDGED THAT DIRECT GOL CONTACTS WITH HADDAD 
HAD NOT REPEAT NOT YET BEEN UNDERTAKEN. 

7. COMPOSITION OP LEBANESE ARMY FORCES. KHATIB 
CONFIRMED THAT TOTAL LEBANESE ARMY FORCE FOR THE SOUTH 
UNDER CONSIDERATION WOULD NUMBER ABOUT 3,000 TROOPS. 

A FIRST ELEMENT OF SOME 1200 - 1500 WOULD BE MADE UP OF 
THREE BATTALIONS DRAWN FROM A NUMBER OF LOCATIONS, BUT 
LARGELY PROM THE NORTHERN BEKAA. 
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8. TIMING. KHATIB SAID THAT THE HOPE WAS TO BEGIN 
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THE MOVE SOUTH ON JUNE 1 1 OR 12, THAT IS, BEFORE REPEAT 
BEFORE ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL EROM SOUTH IS 
COMPLETED. HOWEVER, IE THERE ARE PROBLEMS, THE MOVE 
WOULD NOT BEGIN UNTIL SEVERAL DAYS LATER. 

9. DEALING WITH THE PALESTINIANS. KHATIB SAID IT WAS 
AXIOMATIC THAT THE LEBANESE ARMY DID NOT AND WOULD 
NOT HAVE SUEEICIENT EORCE TO TAKE ON PALESTINIANS IN A 
DIRECT OUTRIGHT MILITARY CONERONTATION AT NABATIYAH 
OR ELSEWHERE. HE SAID THAT GENERAL KHOURY AND OTHER 
LEBANESE ARMY LEADERS WERE COURAGEOUS AND WILLING 
TO GO EIGHT THE PALESTINIANS, BUT THAT PROSPECT WAS 
SIMPLY UNREALISTIC. SYRIANS WERE PRESSURING THE 
PALESTINIANS TO BE COOPERATIVE, PARTICULARLY IN THE 
COURSE OE MEETINGS WITH ABU lYAD AND OTHERS IN DAMASCUS 
IN LAST THREE DAYS. ARAEAT AND REMAINING EATAH LEADER- 
SHIP WOULD OP COURSE PLEAD INABILITY TO CONTROL THE 
REJECTIONISTS AND LEPTISTS, BUT, "WE WILL HOLD THEM 
RESPONSIBLE; WE KNOW THEY CAN CONTROL THE REJECTIONISTS 
AND THE LEBANESE LEPTISTS, AND THEY KNOW WE KNOW." 

KHATIB SAID EATAH LEADERSHIP WAS CURRENTLY PLAYING 

A DOUBLE GAME WITH THE LEBANESE LEPTIST "NATIONAL 
MOVEMENT," SUPPORTING THE LATTER'S ASPIRATIONS TO PLAY 
A ROLE IN LEBANESE DOMESTIC POLITICS AND IN THE 
PORMATION OF THE LEBANESE ARMY IN RETURN FOR ITS 
RESISTANCE TO MOVEMENT OP THE ARMY SOUTH. 

10. COMMENT: DESPITE SYRIAN REPUSAL TO CLOSE THE GAP 
WITH UNIFIL, EVEN AFTER ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL, KHATIB 
BELIEVES SYRIANS ARE DEPINITELY INTERESTED IN SEEING 
THE LEBANESE ARMY MOVE SOUTH, AND APPEAR WILLING TO 
UNDERTAKE OTHER STEPS TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE. ONE OP 
THOSE STEPS, HOWEVER, IS POLITICAL UNDERSTANDING WITH 
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AT LEAST SOME PALESTINIANS. 

1 1 . OTHER SALIENT ASPECT OP THE PLAN APPEARS TO BE 

THAT QUESTION OP WHAT TO DO ABOUT MAJOR HADDAD WILL HAVE 
TO BE FACED AT THE OUTSET OP THE LEBANESE ARMY 
DEPLOYMENT SOUTH, OR EVEN BEPORE. LEBANESE ARMY WILL 
NOT REPEAT NOT PIRST MOVE INTO AREAS OP UNIPIL ZONE WHERE 
NO CHRISTIAN FORCES OP MAJOR HADDAD ARE LOCATED. SINCE 
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CONTACTS WITH HADDAD HAVE NOT YET EVEN BEEN BEGUN, (AT 
LEAST TO KHATIB'S KNOWLEDGE) CLEARLY THE FIX IS NOT YET IN. 

LANE 
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